
Newly-elected President and charter 
member Mia Lisa Anderson will 
present “Visual Mass-A Different Look 
at Composition” at the January 12, 
2106 meeting of the Grand Canyon 
Photography Club. The meeting will 
be held at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural 
Center in Wellsboro, PA from 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.

“This program will discuss another 
way to think about photographic 
composition,” Mia said. “In 
November, Ken Meyer presented 
a basic primer on compositional 
elements. He covered a lot of topics 
that photographers are probably 
familiar with, including the rule of 
thirds and leading lines. Now we’re 
going to take it up a notch.”

Using the e-book “Drawing the 
Eye” by David DuChemin for source 
material, Mia will explain what Visual 
Mass is, how it works, and how to use it when composing 

an image. “The term ‘visual mass’ 
might not be well-known, but once 
you think about the concept, it makes 
a lot of sense.” 

“My goal for this presentation is 
to get photographers thinking 
about their compositions before 
they even put camera to the eye, 
and subsequently they will be able 
to create even stronger and more 
interesting images.”

This will be Mia’s eighth presentation 
to GCPC. Her topics have included 
information on free photo editing 
software, photo organization, 
sources of photographic inspiration, 
and black and white photography. 
She also designs and maintains the 
club web site (www.gcphotoclub.
org).  

To see more of Mia’s work, visit her 
web site at www.throughthelenswellsboro.com

Visual Mass: A Different Look at Composition

      © Mia Lisa Anderson
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President’s Message

I have been a member of GCPC since the beginning, so many of you know 
who I am. What you might not know about me is how much I enjoy learning, 
especially things related to photography and Photoshop. I spend a fair amount 
of time watching podcasts and tutorials, reading blogs, e-books, etc. We live 
in an amazing age for photographers. There is so much content available on 
the web, that we can learn almost anything we want to without leaving the 
comfort of our recliners. And with digital cameras, we have the freedom to 
experiment without worrying about the cost of developing all those images.

The other thing you might not know about me is that I think photography 
and post processing should be fun. If you watched the December member 
slideshow, you noticed my image with 3 tiny Mia’s in a library. I got the idea for 
that watching a Photoshop tutorial and then put my own spin on it. I really had 
a blast putting that together. It was definitely work and took time (around 25 
layers in Photoshop), but I learned a few new techniques and enjoyed myself.

For me, learning and fun go hand-in-hand. And both of those are my goals 
for GCPC for 2016. We are going to divide the year into quarters and have 
a “learning” theme for each quarter. The critique themes will correspond 
with the learning theme as much as possible. First up is composition. We 
have also planned some “hands-on” camera activities that should be fun and 
educational.

To become better we need to do two things:  1. Make time to learn and 2. 
Make time to practice what we’ve learned. I encourage all of you to do both.  
Pick a feature of your camera you’ve never used, read about it, and then use 
it. Or choose a type of photography that interests you but that you’ve never 
experimented with and shoot it. This year I plan on learning food photography. 
Or promise yourself you’ll learn that post-processing skill that has eluded you. 
Or do all three!

Best wishes for a safe, happy, and fun 2016.

Happy New Year and Welcome to 2016!

Where to Begin ©Mia Lisa Anderson

1. If you can’t feel what you’re doing, 
     no one else will either....
 
2.  It’s not about depth of field. 
      It’s about depth of feeling.

~Tony Sweet
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Minutes for December 8, 2015
The December 8, 2016 meeting of GCPC was informal, being the 
annual holiday party. The meeting was very well attended.

Members were able to contribute their three favorite images 
of the year for viewing by the club.  Everyone enjoyed the slide 
show, which was professionally assembled from the members’ 
images by Ken Meyer, adding some of his trademark touches 
such as labels.

The members were treated to a visit by Rob Colley, owner 
of Hoyer’s Everythingphotographic Photo Store. Rob wants 
everyone to know that Hoyer’s has a new location, 45 Washington 
Blvd., Williamsport, PA 17701; he has a web site, http://www.
hoyersphoto.com/, and a toll free number, 800-446-9377.

Rob brought with him a selection of the many cameras and 
accessories he has in the shop, among them, a lightweight travel 
tripod, a Fuji Polaroid type printer, which makes wallet sized 
photos on real photo paper, at about $1 an image (larger sizes 

available), the Canon M10, a compact, mirrorless camera with 
HD video and an available accessory eyepiece, and the Canon 
G3, a mirrorless super zoom, 25x, 24-600mm equivalent with a 
one inch sensor and face recognition.  Independent and local 
photo shops that have cameras and gear one can actually look 
at and touch, along with individualized advice are becoming 
rarer in these days of Internet shopping. Folks are encouraged 
to patronize shops like Rob’s that are a wonderful resource for 
all photographers.  The Club extends its thanks to Rob Colley for 
bringing some of his wares for the members to see.

There was a large array of food, with most members bringing a 
dish to pass.  Kudos to Suzan Richar for organizing the food and 
making one of her signature punch bowl recipes.

Respectfully submitted, 
Outgoing Secretary,
David Ralph
  

©Jack Preston

  
  

Beginning Balance $1539.03

Cash IN 0.00

Cash OUT

    Website Fee 127.35

     Holiday Party Supplies 30.00

     2015 Bank Fees 33.00

Ending Balance $1348.68
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for December 2015

I took this image at a pond on the property of a Bed 
and Breakfast.  I have always loved photos of water 
lilies and these seemed in the perfect place for a photo. 
We have an impressionist style painting of water lily 
leaves, and I tried to imitate the colors and the feeling 
of that painting. I changed the hues of the photo to get 
that same feeling of the real with the unreal. 

A Note About the Cover Photo 
by Nancy Bickham

http://www.hoyersphoto.com/
http://www.hoyersphoto.com/
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It’s winter in Wellsboro 
and as they say, “baby 
it’s cold outside.” I 
have never been a fan 
of taking photographs 
in frigid weather.  I 
know there are some 
beautiful images to 
be had after snow or 
ice storms and I have 
done my share of getting those.  However, I really don’t 
like frozen fingers, numb toes and a runny nose when I 
am taking pictures. I couldn’t wait to get back inside and 
get warm again.  Fortunately, I now spend my winters in 
Florida where I can go out taking pictures almost any day 
without being cold.  But for those of you who don’t have 
that advantage and really want to take some shots I have 
a suggestion which I will call “Winter Fun.”

Get out your camera and put on your macro lens or set it 
to close-up mode.  Find a nice simple background.  I would 
suggest a piece of white, black or blue paper (poster board 
works great) or a solid color fabric, like black fleece.  Now 
find a large window or sliding door in your home that 
casts a nice spot of light on the floor.  I doesn’t have to 
have sun shining on it, it just needs to be bright. Place the 
background in the light and go hunting for some subjects.  
You would be amazed at what interesting things you can 
find just lying around the house.  I will give you several 
suggestions and examples of the kind of images you can 
create with them.  Be sure and try different compositions, 
angles and f-stops.  Use a tripod if you have one.  For most 
of these, I shoot straight down on the subject.  That means 
that the depth of field does not have to be very high so an 
f-stop of 5.6 or 8.0 usually works well.  You can also place 
the objects on a low table and shoot them from the side 
for more interesting compositions. So here we go.

Keys

We all seem to have lots of keys, 
some of which you probably 
have no idea what they open.  
Just throw a bunch of them on 
the background and make a nice 
arrangement and shoot.

Feathers

I like peacock feathers 
and have a couple in 
a vase in my office.  I 
also have some other 
feathers around that 
I have collected on 
walks.  These make 
very interesting 
subjects.  Make sure 
that your focus is really sharp to get all the details.

Money

Money can be a 
fascinating subject.  
Whenever I travel out 
of the country, I usually 
come home with a 
few pieces of paper 
money or coins from 
the location.  These 
can create images 
that remind you of your travels.  You can also do this with 
different denominations of US money.

Jewelry or watches

Jewelry or watches, 
particularly old 
ones can be very 
interesting when you 
look at them closely.  
Maybe you have 
your grandfather’s 
watch and your 
grandmother’s ring.  
These would make a wonderful remembrance shot.

Candy

There probably 
isn’t anything more 
colorful in your home 
than some of the 
candies.  My shot is of 
Valentine candy that 
would make a nice 

Baby It’s Cold Outside

Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

(Continued on page 5)
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card (it was fun to pick out just the right words).  M&Ms 
are also colorful and you can arrange them into patterns if 
you want to.  The best part is that you get to eat them after 
you take your photographs.

Crayons or colored pencils

Get out that box of 
crayons and play 
around with different 
configurations of 
colors.  Shoot them 
from the top or from 
the end.

Flowers

You may not have any house plants blooming, but if you do 
they make wonderful subjects.  Otherwise, pick up some 

at the store the next time you 
are out.  They will give you great 
images and they will brighten 
your home afterward.

These are just the tip of the 
iceberg when it comes to what 
you have in your home.  Other 
subjects might be your rock or 
shell collection, your father’s 
military medals, a collage of 
your children’s artwork............
the list goes on and on.

Visit Ann’s website at http://photoartbyann.com
Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

©Russ Dodson

http://photoartbyann.com
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   (Continued on Page 7)

©Mia Lisa Anderson

A Few of Our 2015 Favorites

©Judith Giddings

©Gerald Bailey

©Bill Giddings

©Lonny Frost
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   (Continued on Page 8)

©Suzan Richar

©Dwaine Gipe

      ©Nancy Bickham      ©Diane Cobourn

      ©Gary Thompson

      ©Bob Bair
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   (Continued on Page 9)

©Sandy Foor

©Max Johnson

©Sharon Connolly

©Bernadette Chiaramonte-Brown

©Jeanie Leiber ©Yvonne Lloyd
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©Jan Keck

©Ken Meyer

©Gabrielle Knott©Karin Meyer

©Ann Kamzelski

      ©Bruce Dart
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GCPC  2016 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

 
Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central 
Avenue, Wellsboro: January, Bruce Dart; 
February, Suzan Richar; March, open; April, 
Bernadette Chiaramonte-Brown; May, open; 
June, Nancy Bickham; July, Ann Kamzelski & Jan 
Keck.

The Warehouse Theatre:  Various members.  
FIRST QUARTER: COMPOSITION

January 12 - Mia Anderson,Visual Mass ; Critique 
Leader, Gary Thompson, Theme, Rule of Thirds.
February 9 - Greg Lewis, Israel Travelogue;  
Critique Leader, Gary Thompson, Theme, Dark/
Light, Light/Dark.
March 8 - Compositional Post Processing; Critique 
Leader, Gary Thompson, Theme, Compositional 
Guides (pick one): Framing, Balance, Repetition/
Patterns.
SECOND QUARTER: EXPOSURE 
April 12  - Bruce Dart, Exposure Basics. 

 
May 10  - Hands-on workshop, Exposure Situations, 
Everyone brings camera; no critique.
June 14   - Workshop at Ann Kamzelski’s, no 
critique.
THIRD QUARTER: LIGHT

July 12  - Gary Thompson, Introduction to 
Lighting, Types of Light.
August 9 - Bruce Dart, Flash Photography; Theme,  
Types of light (choose one): Backlighting, Side, 
Front.
September 13- Light Painting; Theme, Light As the 
Subject.
FOURTH QUARTER: SHUTTER SPEED

October 11- Shutter speed- What is it and what 
does it do?
November 8 - Year recap: We’ve learned all this. 
What else could we do?
December 13 -Holiday party; Member slideshow.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at 
the Native Bagel or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

Jan Keck, Kelle Johnson, Gene 
LaFavor & Jerry Crawford guessed 
last month’s mystery: A Porcupine.  

     ©Maggie Holmes      ©Ann Kamzelski

What is this?  
Send your guess to 

wgiddings@epix.net

mailto:bdphoto@ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
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2016 Club Dues  
Are Now Being Accepted

Please bring your cash or check (payable to 
GCPC) to the January meeting or send your 

dues to the GCPC treasurer:

Gary Thompson 
285 Owen Hollow Road 

Big Flats, NY 14814

Individual: $20.00  
     Family: $35.00

©Paul Bozzo

Check Out These Websites
Suggestions from Bruce and Mia

Random Thoughts (turkish taffy): A 
blog post from Tony Sweet Photography 
on the importance of communicating 
emotionally with your viewer.  Worth a read. 
http://tonysweet.com/2015/12/21/random-
thoughts-turkish-taffy/

Photographic Lessons in the Internet 
Era:  A collection of some of the best online 
learning sites for people at all skill levels.  Areas 
covered include general photography and 
technique, Photoshop and Lightroom, camera 
equipment, and tutorials from manufacturers.   
http://www.dpmag.com/how-to/processing/
photographic-lessons-in-the-internet-era

The Lightroom Show: Join Scott Kelby and RC 
Concepcion as they provide weekly tips, tricks, 
inspiration and ideas using the Photographer’s 
program of choice – Adobe Lightroom 
http://kelbytv.com/thelightroomshow/

January 12 Meeting At a Glance

Program: Mia Anderson,Visual Mass ; 

Critique Leader, Gary Thompson, Theme, Rule 
of Thirds

Snacks: Sandy Foor

Beverages: Nancy Bickham

http://tonysweet.com/2015/12/21/random-thoughts-turkish-taffy/ 
http://tonysweet.com/2015/12/21/random-thoughts-turkish-taffy/ 
http://www.dpmag.com/how-to/processing/photographic-lessons-in-the-internet-era
http://www.dpmag.com/how-to/processing/photographic-lessons-in-the-internet-era
http://kelbytv.com/thelightroomshow/

